Amendments to the Claims 



Please cancel claims'2 and^4. 

Please amend claims 1, 3, 5-7, 9-13, 15 and 18-20 as follows: 




^ffVf - , (Currently Amended) A completer related method for funding a state government 
pro^ement system comprising the acts o| 

a. providing an intemet-b^i^d procurement system by a services provider for use by 
a state government agency for proeJurement of goods and services; 

b. providing an Memet portal for use by the state government agency to 
communicate electronicalPy with the internet-based procurement system; and 

c. provid^ an Internet portal for use by a qualified vendor wishing to sell goods 
and/or services tome state government agency, whereby the vendor pays a fee to th e s e rvic e s 
provider for an^pportxmity to be connected to the internet-based procurement svstem . wherein 
the fee paid/bv the vendor is a percentage of the costs of the goods and/or services provided to 
the state/DV the vendor. 




Canceled 



3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2 l_comprising an additional act of 
providing an Intemet portaliOT a customer of the state government agency, whereby the 
customer can execute ai;i^lectronic transaction, via the internet-based procurement system, with 
the state govemmeprfagency in exchange for a fee payable to th e s e rvicos provid e r , wherein the 
customer is ong^f the group consisting of a person seeking a driver's license, a person seeking a 
vehicle licei^, a person seeking a voter registration, a person seeking a license to practice 
professimiallv in the state, a person seeking a business registration, a person seeking a sales tax 
certificate, a person seeking a sales permit and a person seeking a generic state identification 
dg(cument. 
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4. (Original) The niethod of claim 2 wherein the state government agency is able to 
use the internet-based procurement system to sell by auction or other methods, obsolete or excess 
inventory held by the state gq/Vemment agency to interested buyers. 



^''^rocwt 



(Currently Amended) A computer based method for a state government 



procurement system comprising the acts ^ 

a. providing an internet-based procurement system by a services provider for use by 
a state government agency for procurement of goods and services, where the internet-based 
procurement system is funded by fe^s comprising payments from participating vendors, 
payments by investment from the services provider, payments by transaction fees collected from 
customers comprising persons seeking services from a state agency through use u sers of the 
internet-based procurement syst/m and payments by reduced fees from the state government 
agency; and 

b. providing an Ii(temet portal for use by the state government agency to 
communicate electronicallyywith the intemet-based procurement system to conmiunicate 
electronically with vendor/ for goods or services desired by the state government agenc y, and 
with customers for servioes provided by a state agency . 



6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5 comprising an additional act of 
providing an Intcmm portal for use by a qualified vendor wishing to sell goods and/or services to 
the state government agency, whereby the vendor pays a fee to the s e rvic e s provid e r for the 
opportunity to b^connected to the intemet-based procurement system , where the fee paid by the 
vendor is a percentage of the cost to the state of the goods and/or service provided by the vendor . 



7. / (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6 comprising an additional step of 
providing sm Internet portal for a customer of the state government agency, whereby the 
custome/can execute an electronic transaction, via the intemet-based procurement system, with 
the state government agency in exchange for a fee payable to th e s e rvic e s provid e r , wherein the 
customer is one of the group consisting of a person seeking a driver's license, a person seeking a 
vehicle license, a person seeking a voter registration, a person seeking a license to practice 
i miallv in tli B:SlalGr^rg^s en ■ scoking a bus iness- Fegi^tmtieHA:a:pefsonr^eetaT^^ 
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certificate, person seeking a sales permit and a person seeking a generic state identification 
doci 



tnicatej 
^um€nt. 



8. (Original) The method of claim 6^herein the state government agency is able to 
use the internet-based procurement system tef^ell by auction or other methods, obsolete or excess 
inventory held by the state govemmenUtgency to interested buyers. 



( y 9. (Currently Amended) A systeirf for providing Internet-based electronic 
procurement services to a state government agency, comprising: 

• a computer having a processor, a memory, a database, and communications 
connections to the Internet, the computer provided by a services provider; 

• a first server mechanism coiipled to the computer for providing procurement 
channels between buyers and sellers oT goods and services; 

• a second server mechanism coupled to the first server mechanism for 
conmiunicating with an Internet ponal in the state government agency whereby citizens and 
other customers of state services can communicate with a state agency ; and 

• a third server mechanisim coupled to the computer for conmiunicating with a 
qualified vendor of goods or services who is willing to pay a fee to th e s e rvicos provid e r for 
the opportunity to deal with the state government agency, the fee providing a basis for 
reducing the price of the procurement system to the stat^Lgovemment agency. 



10. (Currently Amended) A system for implementing a computerized eProcurement 
system for a state government agency, comprising: 

a server computer hosting an eProcurement system accessible via client computers to a 
plurality of state government? agencies who comprise potential buyers of goods and/or services, 
said eProcurement system deluding a user interface (UI) comprising controls whereby a state 
government agency user selects criteria and a display whereby results are displayed ; 

a database of information electronically coupled to the server computer concerning goods 
and services available firom a pliu-ality of a qualified vendors of goods or services who are 
willing to pay a fee for the opportunity to deal with the state government agenc y, wherein the fee 
is a percentage of the costs to the state of the goods and/or services provided by the vendor ; 
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whereby said eProcurement system is available viA the Internet to assist a state 
government agency buyer in locating a product or service of interest and in locating a specific 
qualified vendor. ' / 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system at claim 10 v^herein the computerized 
eProcurement system for a state government ageiacy is provided by a services provider for use by 
the state government agency for procurement ^f goods and services, where the computerized 
eProcurement system is funded by fees com^sing payments from participating vendors, 
payments by investment from the services provider, and payments by transaction fees collected 
from-useFS customers comprising persons seeking services from a state agency through use of the 
computerized eProcurement system. / 

12. (Currently Amended) ^ intemet based method for use in an eProcurement 
system by a state government agency domprising the following acts: 

providing a web site having a User interface (UI), wherein the UI includes user input and 
display windows for use by a state government agency user; 

receiving at the web site user mputs indicative of a desired product or service; 

determining from the user in^ts whether the user is a state employee seeking a purchase 
of goods and/or services for the statef, or whether the user is a citizen or other customer seeking 
to purchase a good and/or service from the state; 

determining from a database whether the desired product or service is available from a 
state agency or from a qualified vendor wishing to sell goods and/or services to the state 
government agency, whereby the Vendor pays a fee to a sorvioos provid e r for the opportunity to 
be connected to the eProcuremenjf system; and 

providing information regarding the availability of the desired product or service to the 
state government agency use r wnether this user is a state employee or a customer of state 
services, wherein the cost of th^ eProcurement system is fimded by fees comprising payments 
from participating vendors, payments by investment from the services provider, payments by 
transaction fees collected from-useFS customers comprising persons seeking services from a state 
agency through use of eProcmrement system and payments of reduced fees from the state 
• ^ovenuiieirt agenc:^ s^_^_^ / 
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nyV^^yJlS. (Currently Amended) A comput^elated method for funding a state government 
/ procurement system comprising the acts of: 

a. providing an intemet-based^rocurement system by a services provider for use by 
a state government agency for procurement of goods and services; 

b. providing an Inteme^ortal for use by the state government agency to 
communicate electronically wifla^he intemet-based procurement system; and 

c. providing an Ihtemet portal for use by a qualified vendor wishing to sell goods 
and/or services to the st^t^govemment agency, whereby the vendor pays a fee to a state 
government agency ft^r an opportunity to be connected to the intemet-based procurement system, 
wherein the fee vMi bv the vendor is a percentage of the cost of the goods or services provided 
to the state gox^mment agencv bv the vendor, said fee being used in partial payment to the 
services prm^ider. 




1 5 . (Currently Amended) The method of clahn 1 3 comprising an additional act of 
providing an Internet portal for a customer of the sta^ovemment agency, whereby the 
customer can execute an electronic transaction, v^the intemet-based procurement system, with 
^ the state government agency in exchange for^e payable to the state government agency for an 
opportunity to be connected to the intemej4ased procurement system, said fee being used in 
partial payment to the services provide c/wherein the customer is one of the gr oup consisting of a 
person seeking a driver's license, a person seeking a vehicle lic ense, a person seeking a voter 
registration, a person seeking a Ijgfense to practice professionally i n the state, a person seeking a 
business registration, a person/Peking a sales tax certificate, a per son seeking a sales permit and 
a person seeking a generic state identification document . 




1 6. (Previously Added) The method/f claim 1 3 wherein the state government 
agency is able to use the intemet-based procjifement system to sell by auction or other methods, 
obsolete or excess inventory held by the sfate government agency to interested buyers. 
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17. (Previously Added) The m^hod of claim 5 comprising an additional act of 
providing an Internet portal for use by^ qualified vendor wishing to sell goods and/or services to 
the state government agency, whe^^y the vendor pays a fee to a state government agency for the 
opportunity to be connected tome intemet-based procurement system, said fee being retumed in 
partial payment to the services provider. 




18. (Currently Amended) A system for providing Intemet-based electronic 
pro^rement services to a state government agency/comprising: 

• a computer having a processor, a memory, a database, and communications 
connections to the Internet, the computer pro/vided by a services provider; 

• a first server mechanism couple to the computer for providing procurement 
channels between buyers and sellers of roods and services; 

• a second server mechanisrn/coupled to the first server mechanism for 
communicating with an Intemet portsil in the state government agency; and 

• a third server mechanism coupled to the computer for commimicating with a 
qualified vendor of goods or services who is willing to pay a fee to a state government 
agency for the opportunity to dedl with the state government agency, wherein the fee paid by 
the vendor is a percentage of tne cost of the goods or services provided to the state 
government agency bv the vpidor. the fee providing a basis for reducing the price of the 
procurement system to the /tate government agency. 

19. (Currently Amended) The system claim 18 wherein the system for a state 
goverrmient agency is provided by a services OTOvider for use by the state government agency for 
procurement of goods and services, where the system is fiinded by fees comprising payments 
fi-om participating vendors, payments by investment from the services provider, and payments 
by transaction fees collected from-usCT^ customers comprising persons seeking services from a 
state agency through use of the compinerized eProcurement system. 



sy 



IS. 20. (Currently Amended) An intepet based method for use in an eProcurement 
system by a state government agency comonsing the acts of: 
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providing a web site having a user interfa/e (UI), wherein the UI includes user input and 
display windows for use by a state govemmen/agency user; 

receiving at the web site user inputs indicative of a desired product or service; 

determining from a database whether the desired product or service is available from a 
qualified vendor wishing to sell goods md/or services to the state government agency, whereby 
the vendor pays a fee to a state government agency for the opportunity to be connected to the 
eProcurement system, said fee bein^retumed to a services provider in partial payment for their 
services; and 

providing information regarding the availability of the desired product or service to the 
state government agency use^ wherein the cost of the eProcurement system is funded by fees 
comprising payments fromr participating vendors, payments by investment from the services 
provider, and payments py transaction fees collected from customers desiring service useFS-ef 
oProcur e mont oyGt e mmid paymonta of r e duc e d f ee s from the_a state government agency. 
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